
April 29, 2025
Volume 42 - Issue 24
 
"Together we see a world
where people unite and take
action to create lasting
change - across the globe, in
our communities and in
ourselves!"
 
The Rotary Club of Calgary
comprises professional and
community leaders brought
together in fellowship to make a
better future.

 
Birthdays
Lindsay Marczak                 April 30
Gord Graham                     May 3                  
                         
                   
                 
                                         
                   
                       
                           
                               
Anniversaries
Steve Allan              45 years
Sandra Elliott           30 years
Michael Pierson        15 years
   
 
 
President Joe’s Inspirational Quote

 

"Political economy means that everybody except
politicians must be economical"
 

- Stephen Leacock
                                                   

   

Were You There?
Doug McMillan
 
President Joe Fras opened the April 22, 2025 club meeting followed by Michael Pierson
leading a rousing “O Canada” with the approximately 65 people present (including 7 guests).
The invocation by Tom Loucks reminded us of the importance of what we leave behind.
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President Joe thanked the front of house volunteers (Bill Redmond, Ron Hymers, Chris Ward)
and announced Gord Graham is back at work from home. Michael Broadhurst introduced
members with birthdays (see above in COG).
 
Rotary Exchange student Trinidad (Trini) Araneda from Santo Domingo, Chile thanked
Rotarians for making her stay in Canada both educational and enjoyable. She leaves for home
July 12, 2025 with very good memories (school, food including maple syrup, Canadian
lifestyle) and especially new friends.
 
Madeleine King reminded those present (and all club members) of the great opportunity
provided by the Rotary convention in Calgary. If one cannot attend the full conference, there is
opportunity to register for the House of Friendship only on Saturday June 21, 2025. It is
believed that registration from our club may be less than from other Calgary clubs- and we
should lead the way. Could we ever get 100% registration?
 
As a related item, some members may not yet be registered on the Rotary website
www.rotary.org. Please join to access a wealth of learning materials, including sections of the
Learning Centre which may provide assistance with your life outside of Rotary.
 
Brian Guichon showed a picture of the new Rotary shirts (two styles- $73 and $81) which will
be available for order on the club website with availability by June 15th. There are still a few of
the present style shirts available. Regardless of the style you choose, a Rotary shirt should be
a MUST for all club members (editorial comment).
 
Angelina Hayes was welcomed as a new club member (see other article in this COG)
 
Steacy Pinney announced the Big Book Sale volunteer shifts had been all filled. Barb Young
showed pictures of Ferdinand the Fire Truck after successful delivery in Guatemala.
 
Guest Speaker Trevor Tombe, a Professor from the University of Calgary School of Public
Policy, was introduced by Terry McMahon. Trevor spoke about the current tariff situation
indicating that those who were not confused were not paying attention!
 
He showed graphs indicating that Canada’s GDP per population has shown little increase in
the past decade and that this limited growth was less than almost all (except Luxemburg)
industrialized nations. Canada’s response to US tariffs (including Canadian tariffs, limited
buying of US products and decreased US travel) will have only a small effect; our productivity
needs to increase to provide some protection during turbulent economic times.
 
May 6, 2025 is the Club Assembly. This is an opportunity for all club members to listen
and contribute to club activities. Please plan to be present.
 
Joe closed the meeting with the Stephen Leacock quote above in this COG. Stay tuned for
continuing words of wisdom.
 
 
Photos: 

1. Craig Henderson introduces new member Angeline Hayes, with President Joe
2. Youth Exchange Student Trini with President Joe
3. President Joe thanks our speaker, Trevor Tombe
4. Stacey Pinney on the book sale
5. Barb Young reports on the fire engine trip
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Welcome to New Member, Angeline Hayes
Diane Macdonald
 
When Craig Henderson introduced Angeline at the lunch meeting on April 22nd, he related a
great story about her discovery of our Club.  This past Christmas, Angeline and her two sons,
Colton and Kyle, were staying at the Palliser Hotel, where, many years ago, her late mother
had been employed as a telephone operator.  She happened to notice the “Rotary meets here
Tuesdays” plaque, which prompted her to consider rejoining Rotary.  She had been a member
of the Rotary Club of Drumheller several years ago.
 
Angeline grew up in Calgary, did her post-secondary education in British Columbia and now
works as a pre-board screening officer at the Calgary airport.  She is fluent in French and has
done on-line courses through the Harvard Business School.  Angeline has been involved in
many charitable endeavours, with Rotary and other community organizations.  Oh, and one
more thing – she may be the only member of our Club who has jumped out of an airplane!
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Please introduce yourself to Angeline when you see her at a meeting.  Welcome, Angeline –
we’re delighted to have you as a member of the Rotary Club of Calgary Downtown.

Ferdinand- our Fire Truck in the Calgary Herald, April 25 2025!
Madeleine King
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Mini-Auctions at our May Meetings
Laurene Wilson
 
Short auctions will be held at each of our May lunch meetings, on May 13th and May 27th. 
 
May 13th Auction:  Funds raised will go to Alpha House – Among the items to be auctioned:

               Four tickets to the Stampede Rodeo, value $800.00
               Three nights at Sean Baylis’ Canmore condo, value $900.00
               One night with breakfast and parking at the Banff Springs Hotel, value $650.00
               A painting donated by a client of Frank Hall

 
May 27th Auction:  Funds raised for our Club – growing new member events and recruitment;
fellowship events; programs that support monthly meetings; technology to run organization
more efficiently.  Among the items to be auctioned:

               Two tickets to a Flames game next season
               Gift certificate for $1250.00 from a plant nursery, donated by Michael Colborne

If you have a donation for this event, please email Laurene Wilson, Club Secretary.

Convention June 21-24  Update
Madeleine King
 
After attending an information session for club champions last night I now have some further
news to share.

The Host Hospitality spots are all sold out. Great news!

The website: http://rotarycalgary2025.org is the most helpful – it’s newly upgraded by our
Host Organizing Committee and it’s great. It’s even got step-by-step instructions on how
to register for the Convention

Through that website you can sign up for their monthly newsletter – or follow them on
social media (Facebook, LinkedIn or Instagram)

Buy a white hat through that website; we want everyone to be wearing them! If you’ve
registered as a Volunteer with the Host Organizing Committee (not for our club BBQ) and
you do two shifts you’ll receive a free white hat and vest at the start of Convention

On that website, the tours look amazing – and might be worth it even for us locals; check
them out!

Consider attending the Convention special version of the Grandstand show – everyone
should be there but wait for further news before purchasing tickets.

Career and Financial Wellness Camp for Teens
John Crosser, RC Fish Creek
 
Do you know of young people aged 14 – 17 who would enjoy / benefit from a camp here in the
city on career and financial wellness?
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The Adventures in Career and Financial Wellness Camp is designed to help teens make better
career and financial decisions.  See brochure below for registration information for July 3- 6,
2025.
 
 This is part of our Rotary District Youth Program. Our own Eric Bennett, Communications
Director and Past President, is one of the keynote speakers.
 
 

Read more...

Peace Fellowships Applications Deadline
Marie Rickard, District 5360
 
Applications accepted online for the Rotary Peace Fellowship each year from 1 February – 15
May
 

As a humanitarian organization, promoting peace is a cornerstone of Rotary’s mission. By
carrying out service projects, supporting peace fellowships and scholarships, and partnering
with others, Rotary members take action to address the underlying causes of conflict-
 including poverty, discrimination, ethnic tension, lack of access to education, and unequal
distribution of resources. One of the most effective ways we build peace is with our Rotary
Peace Fellowships that train peace and development professionals to become effective
catalysts for peace.

 
The fully funded Rotary Peace Fellowship (which covers tuition and living
expenses) increases the capacity of dedicated peacebuilders from communities around the
world to prevent and resolve conflict by offering academic training, field experience, and
professional networking.

 
Each year, applications are accepted online beginning on 1 February and must be
submitted by 15 May. Applications are considered final upon submission. Learn more and
apply here.
If you know someone who might be a good candidate for a Rotary Peace Fellowship, please
submit a short referral form with their name and email address. We’ll contact them with
information on how to apply.

 
Follow the Rotary Peace Centers on Facebook.

 
Please write to rotarypeacecenters@rotary.org with questions.

When is the COG published?
 
You can find past issues on our website under Members > COG Bulletins 
 
If you'd like to have us publish an article or have an idea about what we should be publishing,
please forward your ideas to Madeleine by the FRIDAY before the Tuesday publication date.
You are also welcome to contact either Madeleine, Doug or Diane to discuss any idea you may
have.
 
Here are the remaining publication dates for the first half on 2025:

May 20
June 3, June 17
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If you enjoy reading the COG, let us know because your comments are the only way we know
we are hitting the mark and this is our reward!

Proudly Presenting Our Corporate Members

Upcoming Events
👕 New Rotary Shirts – Now Available in Royal Blue & Navy! 🔥
Apr. 24, 2025 - May 23, 2025 Mountain Daylight Time (UTC-06:00)
 
Big Book Sale Set Up
720 3 St NW
Apr. 27, 2025 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Mountain Daylight Time (UTC-06:00)
 
Rotary - May 6 luncheon - Rotary Community Impact Hour
133 9 Avenue SW,
May 06, 2025 12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. Mountain Daylight Time (UTC-06:00)
 
Frank n' Stein (1st TUESDAY)
CHECK YOUR EMAIL
May 06, 2025
4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
 
Luncheon - Celebrating Calgary Stampede Presidents
May 13, 2025 12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. Mountain Daylight Time (UTC-06:00)
 
Frank n' Stein (3rd TUESDAY)
CHECK YOUR EMAIL
May 20, 2025
4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
 
Luncheon - Guest Speaker Mark Garner
May 27, 2025 12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. Mountain Daylight Time (UTC-06:00)
 
Frank n' Stein (1st TUESDAY)
CHECK YOUR EMAIL
Jun. 03, 2025
4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
 
President Joe Fras - Club Annual General Meeting
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Jun. 17, 2025 12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. Mountain Daylight Time (UTC-06:00)
 
Frank n' Stein (3rd TUESDAY)
CHECK YOUR EMAIL
Jun. 17, 2025
4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
 
View entire list

COG Staff - July 1, 2024
 
Editors Diane Macdonald & Manon Mitchell
Publisher Doug McMillan
Contributors Club Members  ... yes that's you!
   
 

Rotary Club of Calgary - Chartered April 1914 as Club #949
 

Tel: (403) 398-9969 - Fax:  (403) 264-2392
www.rotaryclubofcalgary.org - admin@rotaryclubofcalgary.ca

President: Joe Fras
 District 5360 Governor: Christina Hassan

Rotary International President: Stephanie Urchick
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